BIBLICAL REFLECTIONS
AND PRAYERS FOR THE EIGHT DAYS

DAY 1

A lawyer stood up to test Jesus.
“Teacher”, he said, “what must I do to inberit eternal life?”

(L& 10:25)

Help us, Lord, to have a life turned towards you

Additional scripture passages
Romans 14:8-9
Psalm 103:13-18

Reflection

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” This crucial question asked of Jesus by a lawyer challenges
every believer in God. It affects the meaning of our life on carth and for eternity. Elsewhere in the
Bible, Jesus gives us the ultimate definition of eternal life: ... that they may know you, the only
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent” (Jn 17:3). Knowing God means discovering and
doing his will in our lives. Every person wants a life of fullness and truth, and God desires this for
us too (cf. Jn 10:10). Saint Irenaeus said, “The glory of God is a human being fully alive”.

The existential realities of life, with divisions, selfishness and suffering, often distance us from the
quest for God. Jesus lived the mystery of intimate communion with the Father, who desires to fill
all his children with the fullness of his eternal life. Jesus is “the Way” that leads us to the Father,
our ultimate destiny.

Thus, our quest for eternal life brings us closer to Jesus, and in so doing brings us nearer to each
other, strengthening our closeness on the path toward Christian unity. Let us be open to friendship
and collaboration with Christians of all churches, praying for the day when we can all stand together

at the Table of the Lord.

Prayer

God of life,

You have created us to have life, and life in all its fullness.

May we recognise in our brothers and sisters their desire for eternal life.
As we follow Jesus’ way with determination, may we lead others to you.
We pray in his name. Amen.
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